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the Lord's blessing dwell, through Mis grace and love of man, always, now and
for ever more.   Amen.
l]l4 October, 1941,

The Day of the Intercession of the Most Holy Mother of God.

THE HOUR OF OUR VICTORY  IS NEAR
Bv METROPOLITAN SERGIUS AND OTHERS
For the third time we address Orthodox Christians in reference to the present
patriotic war, this time from the banks of the great Russian Volga, from
Ulyanovsk. Acceding to the entreaties of the believers, we have for the time
being come to this ancient Russian city which has preserved in their brightness
the traditions of Orthodoxy.
This is already the fifth month of the patriotic war.
The dreadful chariot of war rolls inexorably over the nations, breaking and
crushing the bones of men.
The Hitlerite Moloch continues to tell the world that he has drawn the
sword in '"defence of religion" and the "salvation" of an "outraged" faith. But
the whole world knows that this hell-begotten licnd only tries to use the lying
mask of piety to cover up his malcfactions. In all the countries he has enslaved
he commits abominable outrages against freedom of conscience, jeers at holy
shrines, bombs God's churches to destruction, throws Christian clergy into gaol
and executes them, has the pious rot in gaol who had stood up against his
Insane arrogance, against his design to assert his Satanic power all over the
world. Orthodox, escaped from fascist captivity, have told us of fascist
contempt for churches. Tears involuntarily fill their eyes when Russian
people hear how Orthodox churches become the scenes of shooting of wholly
innocent mothers and old folk, and how they are turned into stables. Hitler,
the savage foe, not only organizes the persecution of Christianity, he wants to
exterminate all the Slav nations by means of destruction, arson, looting, torture
of the innocent, scorn and licence, and to make those who survive his slaves.
It is clear to all the world that the fascist monsters arc Satanic foes of faith and
Christianity. The fascists, by their convictions and actions, are obviously not
on the path for Christ and Christian culture. This is why progressive humanity
has declared a holy war on Hitler, in defence of Christian civilization, freedom
of conscience and faith.
It is comforting to know that the seeds sown by our Patriarchate are sprouting
richly. Quite recently we turned to our flock, awakening patriotic feelings, and
now patriotism has risen as a threatening wave for the enemy, and already the
hour is near when it will wash away the brown scum from the face of the earth.
It is comforting that the parishioners of many churches are organizing the
collection of means to strengthen the defence of our native land.
Despite the crazy dreams of the fascist foes counting on the quick exhaustion
of our national strength, the mighty Russian Army are only now beginning to
straighten their powerful shoulders to deal a shattering blow to the perfidious
foe.
Russia, great and hallowed, is growing stronger and increasing her strength
tenfold on the field of battle.